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FOR NEA AND SCA FROM SCOTES, USINT DAMASCUS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CGEN, PFOR 

SUBJECT: RESUMPTION OF CONSULAR 
ACTIONS USINT DAMASCUS 

AT PRESENT TIME IT APPEARS THAT PROTOCOL DE REPRISE 
WILL BE SIGNED OVER NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS. AT THAT POINT I 
ASSUME THAT IN PRINCIPLE AT LEAST WE CAN BEGIN ALL CONSULAR 
FUNCTIONS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ISSUANCE OF IMMIGRANT 
VISAS. IT IS NOT CLEAR IN MY MIND, HOWEVER, JUST WHAT 
PROCEDURES ARE INVOLVED FOR US TO ACTIVATE THESE FUNCTIONS. 
FOR EXAMPLE, WHAT AUTHORITY DO I OR GNEHM REQUIRE FROM 
USG AND/OR SARG TO SIGN CONSULAR DOCUMENTS? I RECALL 
THAT SYRIAN/US BREAK IN RELATIONS INVOLVED NOT ONLY 
DIPLOMATIC AREAS BUT ALSO CONSULAR MATTERS. WOULD 
APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE. 
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